Potential World History Thematic Essay Topics

1.Impact of the Individual
 Question:

· Identify two thinkers or leaders whose ideas have impacted society

· Explain the Historical circumstances that surrounded this thinker or leaders ideas

Potential Answers

John Locke-Natural Rights/Enlightenment, French Revolution, Latin American Revolution 
Martin Luther-95 Theses/ Protestant Reformation/Church loses power
Johann Gutenberg- Printing Press/Spread of ideas, Enlightenment and French Revolution
Adolf Hitler- Mien Kampf/WWII and the Holocaust

2. Geography
-  Explain how geography has affected the lives of people

-  Identify two civilizations that have adopted to their geographic surroundings 

-  Identify a Positive and Negative affect of this geographic feature

Potential Answers

Deserts

Location: Egypt

Positive: Desert kept invaders from invading Egypt from the West

Negative: Isolated Egypt to a certain degree, depended on the Nile River for transportation, trade and food

Island
Location: Japan

Positive: Natural barrier of the sea prevented invaders from attacking their land. Increased Nationalism

Negative: Isolationism, new ideas did not get to the island as quickly or at all

Mountains
Location: Greece

Positive: Protected city-states from being invaded because of the high mountain ranges

Negative: Difficult to unify Greece because of the difficulty of communicating with other city-states, different cultures in different city states

River Valleys
Location: Mesopotamia (Fertile Crescent/Tigris and Euphrates River) 

Positive: River overflowed leaving fertile soil on the land, increase farm supply. Use rivers for transportation

Negative: Flat lands made this region easy for invaders to attack and take over land

3. Religion
- Identify two religions

- Identify the main teaching of these religions

Islam

Main Teaching: 5 Pillars (Fasting during holy month of Ramadan, Pray 5 times a day, Visit Holy City of Mecca, Give money to the poor, There is no God but Allah)

Sacred Text: Quran (Koran)

Founder: Prophet Muhammad 
Hinduism

Main Teaching: 

· Belief in many gods

·  Need to become one with Brahma which takes many life times

· Reincarnation

· Caste System

· Dharma and Karma 

Buddhism

Founder:

· Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha)

Main Teaching: 
· Four Noble Truths (Suffering is caused by desires, Life leads to suffering, suffering ends when wanting desires end, following the Eightfold Path)

· Eightfold Path, Path laid out by Buddha

· Belief in reincarnation, dharma and Karma  

4. Change
- Identify two revolutions that have occurred throughout History

- Explain the impact of these revolutions

Remember: Revolution is a change
Neolithic Revolution

· Period when nomads or traveling hunters settled in one area

· People began to farm and domesticated animals

· Civilizations began to develop at this point

Impact

· Civilization began to emerge

· Cities developed

· Population increased
French Revolution

· Third Estate, with the influence of the enlightenment thinkers, overthrew the French Monarchy because they were dissatisfied with paying taxes and the price of bread
Impact:

· France became a republic where the people were able to vote for government officials

· Nationalism, pride in ones country grew in France

· Successfully revolution in France impacted other regions (Latin America to form revolutions as well)

Industrial Revolution

· Mass production of goods in factories were then sold to the people for lower cost

· Started in Britain because of the surplus of natural resources, human resources, money and stable government

· To be industrial meant that your country was advanced

· Poor working conditions/child labor

Impact:

· Imperialism (taking over ones country for their natural resources and a market to sell goods) emerged

· The need of natural resources emerged

· Goods were cheaper because of the large supply

· Labor Unions merged later in the Industrial Revolution helping workers
5. Technology
• Describe the existing technology that was replaced by this new technological

innovation and how this new innovation changed the existing technology

• Discuss the effects this new technological innovation has had on a society or 

the world
Printing Press:

· Hand written material took long time and expensive

· Printing Press by Johann Gutenberg allowed for quicker process of copying print material

· Enlightenment period was influenced by the Printing Press allowing for the idea of Enlightenment thinkers to spread throughout Europe

Atomic Bomb (Nuclear Weapons)

· Chemical Gas, machine guns, tanks and submarines were used during war 

· Atomic Bomb allowed for massive destruction in a short period of time, bombing of Japan at end of WWII

· Atomic Bomb influenced the world because it brought on a technological race between the United States and the Soviet Union during the Cold War. Both countries improved there atomic bomb and was a lingering concern throughout the Cold War

6. Change- Global Issues
Select two global issues that have occurred since the end of World War II and for

each

• Describe how this issue has affected a specific country or region or the global

community

• Explain a solution that has been proposed to address the issue

• Discuss the extent to which this solution has been successful in solving the issue

Deforestation
· Brazil, India and Indonesia
· Deforestation is the destruction of forest, especially Tropical rain forest. Deforestation is usually caused by development as nations harvest lumber or clear land to raise crops, graze cattle or build homes

· Effects of Deforestation, changes in local weather patterns, buildup of carbon dioxide, soil erosion and extinction of plants and animals

· Brazilian government announced a new policy to reduce the rate of deforestation of its rainforest

· For developing countries the land is needed to meet the nation’s economic needs so a balance between a nation and the global world needs to be met

Desertification

· Africa

· Desertification is the changeover from arable land (Land that can be farmed) into desert

· Caused by overgrazing livestock, cutting down trees

· Controlling desertification- restriction on overgrazing of livestock, planting of new trees to act as a barrier from wind

· Difficult to put prevention into practice in developing countries because farmers try to work as much land as possible.

· Irrigation may help solve the problems

Nuclear Proliferation

· Nuclear proliferation, spread of nuclear weapons pose serious threat to the global environment

· Russia Chernobyl Nuclear power plant accident exposed people and crops to deadly radiation. Deaths occurred at the time of the accident and years later as well as birth deformities because of the lingering effect years later.

· Japan: 1/3 of electricity comes from nuclear power plants, tsunami destroyed power plant threating the land, food supply and people who lived in this region

· Many nations have dismantled their nuclear weapons but the radioactive material stays active for many years later and disposing of the material is expensive so many nations chose the cheaper alternative to dispose the radioactive material which is dangerous for the environment and potential of terrorist groups getting their hands on nuclear material
